
VA 250 Committee Meeting 
Portsmouth City Hall 6th Floor Conference Room and Virtual

June 11, 2026

Present: Karen Washburn, CDR James Cullen, Billie Cook, Angela DelosReyes, James 
McCann, Ben Foster, Gene Granger, Councilman Mark Hugel,  Jacqueline Johnson, 
Wendy Mathias, Tom Sasso, and Audrey Lassiter 

Absent: Nina Basantes, Lt Cmdr Troy Fairchild, Dr. Michael Hogan, Karla Jakubowski, 
Dr. Cassandra Newby-Alexander,  Pam McKittrick, LT Ashley Miller,  Dan Schmit, JD 
Sumner, Kristine Troch, and Shawanda White

Mrs. Washburn called the meeting to order at 10 am. 

A motion was made by CDR Cullen  to dispense with the reading of the minutes. Mr. 
Foster seconded the motion, and it was approved by all.

Mrs. Washburn reviewed the brochure that will be handed out at the event.

Ms. Lassiter told the committee that the Richard Dale mural is complete and showed a 
photo. The dedication will be on Saturday, June 20 at 1 pm. Mayor Glover and 
Councilman Hugel will be speakers along with Dr. Joyce and the Richard Dale 
interpreters. The program will be approximately 20 minutes long with drinks and 
cookies.  Mrs. Mathias said that one of Dale's descendants will not be able to attend the 
dedication.  She also shared the Richard Dale  coloring book that Support Portsmouth 
Public Art will  distribute for free at the dedication. 

Ms. DelosReyes told the group that several churches have agreed to light the steeples. 

Mr. Foster shared that there will be over 60 boats in the Parade of Sail. 
Mrs. Washburn added that the boats will pass the reviewing stand between 12 and 2 pm.

Mr. McCann added that the Bier Garden will host the watch parties in their backyard 
space.

Mrs. Mathias told the group that she and Ms. Larkin have created a banner with all of the
names of the Revolutionary War soldiers Mr. McCann added that there are two copies 
and they are  36 by 90 inches. One will be located at the Portsmouth  Welcome Center 
and the other location is to be determined. 



Ms. Johnson told the group that the city's promotion distinctly separates Juneteenth from
the High Street Fest and Sail Virginia. 

Sail250: Portsmouth Updates
Ms. DelosReyes said that she will provided the committee with a map as soon as 
possible.

Comments and concerns of committee members:

Mrs. Washburn told the committee that this is her last meeting. She is resigning from the
committee. 

Mrs. Washburn said the next meeting will be August 13 and the committee can complete
a debriefing after the event. 

Old Business/New Business 
No old or new business. 

CDR Cullen  moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Hugel seconded the motion 
and the meeting was adjourned at 11:03 am. 


